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Santa Maria Community Services Receives $35,000 Scripps Howard Grant to Expand
Preschool Readiness Program

CINCINNATI, OH - Santa Maria Community Services, Inc. is pleased to share that it has
received a $35,000 grant from the Scripps Howard Fund to support its Promoting Our
Preschoolers (POP) program. The funding will expand literacy-focused programming for
around 180 children ages 3 to 5 and their families in Price Hill, including reading camps,
kindergarten readiness workshops, and speech and hearing screenings.

POP serves families facing educational, social, and economic barriers, with 98% of
participating families living below 200% of the Federal Poverty Level. The program uses
evidence-based tools to strengthen early learning and parent-child engagement through
home visits, developmental screenings, and wraparound family support.

A recent evaluation by the University of Cincinnati's Arlitt Center validates the program's

impact, showing significant improvement in children's motor, social, and conceptual skills, as
well as positive changes in parenting behaviors. The research found the strongest growth
among families who began with the lowest initial scores, underscoring POP's powerful impact
on those who need it most.

“We are deeply grateful to the Scripps Howard Fund for investing in the future of children and

families in Price Hill,” said H.A. Musser, Jr., President and CEO of Santa Maria Community
Services. “This support will help more young children build strong early learning skills while

giving parents the tools and confidence to support that growth at home.”
For more information, visit SantaMaria-Cincy.org.
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About Santa Maria Community Services, Inc.

Santa Maria Community Services, Inc. is an independent, 501(c)3 nonprofit organization originally
founded by the Sisters of Charity in 1897 and place-based in Cincinnati Ohio’s Price Hill community.
Santa Maria provides close to 3,000 individuals with educational tools and resources to build strong
families, promote healthy residents, and foster neighborhood revitalization. Our Price Hill Family Centers


https://santamaria-cincy.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/2026-POP-Eval-Press-Release.pdf

provide a welcoming environment and the coaching, support, and flexibility to assist families to achieve
their identified goals toward stabilization and self-sufficiency. Our mission is to be a catalyst and advocate
for Greater Price Hill families to attain their educational, financial, and health goals. Our vision is for
Greater Price Hill to be a vibrant, thriving, and self-sustaining community. Learn more at
SantaMariaCincy.org.

About the Scripps Howard Fund

The Scripps Howard Fund, a public charity established by The E.W. Scripps Company, is dedicated to
engaging communities by championing journalism education, childhood literacy and vital local initiatives.
At the crossroads of the classroom and the newsroom, the Fund is a leader in supporting journalism
through award-winning journalism education programs; scholarships, internships and fellowships; and
support of First Amendment causes. The Scripps Howard Awards stand as one of the industry’s top
honors for outstanding journalism. The Fund’s annual “If You Give a Child a Book ...” childhood literacy
campaign has distributed thousands of new books to children in need across the nation. The Fund
improves lives and helps build thriving communities by partnering with Scripps brands to create
awareness of local issues and support impactful organizations to drive solutions.

The Scripps Howard Foundation is a private foundation established in 1962 to advance charitable causes
important to The E.W. Scripps Company and the Howard and Scripps families. The Foundation is
dedicated to creating informed and engaged communities through journalism education.
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